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The development for teleradiology is crucial for
Latvia for several reasons. Firstly, the number of
qualified medical experts in Latvia is decreasing.
Secondly, specialists are not always available when
needed. Thirdly, hospitals in Riga cannot ensure
patient treatment without involving qualified
external medical experts. Last, but not least, infor-
mation exchange between Riga`s hospitals is
practically non-existent. Riga, the capital City of

Latvia, has thus taken the initiative to establish a
top-of-the-line telemedicine and telecare system.

The programme aims to reach four objectives:
1) establish a communication channel to
exchange information between the municipal
authorities and the various medical institutions (in-
and out-patient care);
2) develop centralized information aggrega-
tion capacities in hospitals and healthcare institu-
tions;
3) establish a communication channel to
exchange information and specialist consultations
for the development of a medical home-care net-
work;
4) organize training for practicing family phy-
sicians in providing telemedicine services.
The Riga Municipal Agency “Telemedicine centre”
is responsible for the implementation of the pro-
gramme.
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